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Functional Equivalence in Translating newly
developed Technological Legal Concepts

Dr. Safwat Ali Saleh
Assistant professor of Applied Linguistics
Cairo University
Abstract:
The legal translator’s task is not limited to finding the linguistic equivalent of
the transferred term; rather, it extends to include the adaptation of equivalents
and explanations to reflect the societal and environmental aspects of the term
in the legal system from which it is transferred and from which it is transferred
alike. Otherwise, the conceptual conception of the translated term will be
distorted, which will lead to terminological pluralism and semantic deficiency.
In addition, the reality of practical and scientific practice, the globalization of
technological development, and digital transformation in various aspects of
life have created interstitial fields in which law is often a cornerstone, or (at
least) a regulator of it. Which made legal thinking faces a flood of terms with
new concepts and new connotations that required familiarity with the system
of concepts and knowledge in the scientific fields from which they came.
Here lies the problem of translating the new legal concepts by searching for
the most appropriate functional equivalent in indicating the legal meaning
and conceptual characteristics of the new term.
Starting from here, this research discusses the problem of translating newly
emerged legal terms and concepts resulting from technological transformation,
and the extent to which teleological translation contributes to transferring the
legal intent and liberation from the speech of the text to the speech of the
recipient, and the methods of adapting the functional equivalent of the foreign
term in accordance with the principles of adaptation and terminological
status approved by linguistic academies. The research also aims to clarify
the aspects of expansion in the scientific significance of the new terms on
the legal concept, then presents an applied methodology for adapting the
functional equivalent, and developing an explanatory definition based on the
conceptual characteristics of the terminological concepts. In other words, the
present paper tries to answer a general research question, i.e., what is the
appropriate methodology for adapting the Arabic equivalent when translating
newly emerged legal terms and concepts?
Keywords: Functional equivalence, technological legal term, personal data
protection, modern legal dictionary, legal translation
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- (Big Data): consists of extensive datasets-primarily in the characteristics of
volume, variety, velocity, and/or variability-that require a scalable architecture
for efficient Storage, manipulation, and analysis.
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139) il e Data Warehouse C a3 oxford jugelia

- A large store of data accumulated from a wide range of sources within a
company and used to guide management decisions’.
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