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Abstract

This research seeks to examine the concept of state sovereignty
as one of the fundamental pillars of legal and political thought,
through a deep analysis of the historical difficulties surrounding its
emergence and the challenges that have obstructed its development
across different eras. The research focuses on the Egyptian case as a
model that reflects the interaction of the state with these complexities,
starting with struggles of formation and independence, and
extending to the contemporary challenges posed by globalization
and digitization. Within this study , particular attention is focusing
on the emergence of large transnational technology corporations,
which have come to embody an economic and digital power that at
times transcends the authority of the state, whether by controlling
the flow of data and information in states, influencing the national
and global economy, or even encroaching upon sovereign decision-
making. Against this backdrop, the study raises a primordial question
concerning the extent to which the nation-state, with Egypt at the
forefront, can safeguard its digital sovereignty and preserve its
position in the face of this new form of the technological companies
domination.

Key Words:

State- State Sovereignty — Digital Sovereignty - Globalization
— Multi-National Companies- Technology Companies- Data
Protection- Cyber-Space
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»  Primary Sources

. Data Protection Commission (Ireland), DPC announces con-
clusion of inquiry into Meta Ireland (22 May 2023) https://www.dat-
aprotection.ie/en/newsroom/dpc-announces-conclusion-inquiry-me-
ta-ireland accessed 12 August 2025

. Data Security Law of the People’s Republic of China (Promul-
gated 10 June 2021, effective 1 September 2021)

. European Commission, ‘Commission Finds Apple and Meta
in Breach of the Digital Markets Act’ (Press Release, 23 April 2025)
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner accessed 2 August 2025

. Regulation (EU) 2023/2675 of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 22 November 2023 on the protection of the Union and
its Member States from economic coercion by third countries [2023]
OJ L 343/1

> Books
. Aristotle, Politics (Benjamin Jowett tr, Batoche Books 1999)
. Niccoldo Machiavelli, The Prince (Tim Parks tr, Penguin Clas-

sics 2009 edn, 2014 reprint)

. Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (first published 1651, reprinted
with essay by WG Pogson Smith, Clarendon Press 1909, reprinted
1965)

. Jean Bodin, The Six Bookes of a Common-Weale (Richard
Knolles tr, London 1606)

. John Locke, Two Treatises of Government (Peter Laslett ed,
Cambridge University Press 1988)

. Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract, or Principles of
Political Right (GDH Cole tr, 1762)
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. Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract and The First
and Second Discourses (Susan Dunn ed, Rethinking the Western Tra-
dition, Yale University Press 1995)

. Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the
Wealth of Nations (JR McCulloch ed, Adam Black and William Tait;
Longman et al 1828)

. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, Grundlinien der Philosophie
des Rechts (1833 edn, Felix Meiner Verlag 1955)

. Georg Jellinek, Allgemeine Staatslehre (3rd edn, O Héring
1914)

. Ian Brownlie, Principles of Public International Law (4th
edn, Clarendon Press 1990)

. William Doyle, The Oxford History of the French Revolu-
tion (2nd edn, OUP 2002)

. R M Maclver, The Modern State (Clarendon Press 1926)

. J S MacKenzie, Harold J Laski: A Grammar of Politics (Tay-
lor & Francis 1997)

. Harold J Laski, Authority in the Modern State (Yale Univer-
sity Press 1919, Batoche Books 2000 edn)

. J Neville Figgis, The Divine Right of Kings (2nd edn, Cam-
bridge University Press 1914)

. Gavin Flood, An Introduction to Hinduism (Cambridge Uni-
versity Press 1996)

. James Bryce, The Holy Roman Empire (3rd edn, Macmillan
1871)

. James Bryce, ‘The Nature of Sovereignty’ in Studies in Histo-
ry and Jurisprudence (vol 2, OUP 1901)

. Lord Acton, ‘Beginning of the Modern State’ in William H Mc-
Neill (ed), Essays in the Liberal Interpretation of History: Selected
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Papers (University of Chicago Press 1967)

. Douglass C North and Robert Paul Thomas, The Rise of the
Western World: A New Economic History (Cambridge University
Press 1973)

. Robert G Ingram and Christopher Barker (eds), People Power:
Popular Sovereignty from Machiavelli to Modernity (Manchester
University Press 2022)

. Andrew Latham, Medieval Sovereignty (Arc Humanities Press
2022)

. Marcel Colombe, L’évolution de ’Egypte, 1924-1950 (GP
Maisonneuve 1951)

. Hugo Grotius, The Law of War and Peace in Three Books
(1625, Francis W Kelsey tr, Lonang Institute 2005 edn)

»  Chapters in Edited Books

. JHA Lokin, ‘The first constitution of the Codex Justinianus:
Some remarks about the imperial legal sources in the Codices Justini-
ani’ in Subseciva Groningana IX (2014)

. Eric D Pullin, ‘The Bandung Conference’ in Antoinette Burton
(ed), The International History of the Twentieth Century and Be-
yond (Routledge 2015)

. Paolo Palchetti, ‘The Law of State Responsibility: A Period
of Great Advances’ in Robert Kolb and Momchil Milanov (eds), The

Cambridge History of International Law, vol 10 (CUP 2025)

> Journal Articles

. D Croxton, ‘The Peace of Westphalia of 1648 and the Origins of
Sovereignty’ (1999) 21 The International History Review 569

. Nathan Greenhaw, ‘The Little God of England: The Divine
Right of James I and the English Response’ (2022) 7(2) SMU Journal
of Undergraduate Research art 4
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. John Michael Sasan, ‘The Social Contract Theories of Thomas

Hobbes and John Locke: Comparative Analysis’ (2021) 9(1) Shanlax
International Journal of Arts, Science and Humanities 35

. George Duke, ‘Sovereignty and the Common Good’ (2019)
17(1) International Journal of Constitutional Law 66

. Stéphane Beaulac, ‘The Social Power of Bodin’s “Sovereignty”
and International Law’ (2003) 4(1) Melbourne Journal of Interna-
tional Law 1

. Ralf Michaels, ‘Globalizing Savigny? The State in Savigny’s
Private International Law and the Challenge of Europeanization and
Globalization’ (2005) Duke Law School Faculty Scholarship Series,
NELLCO Legal Scholarship Repository

. Alexandru Arsen1 and Veronica Pozneacova, ‘The Concept of
Sovereignty in Political Philosophy — From Antiquity to the Contempo-
rary Epoch’ (2021) 4(3) Humanities and Social Science Research 1

. Walter Ullmann, ‘Review of Marsilius of Padua: vol II The
Defensor Pacis by Alan Gewirth’ (1958) 43 History 227

. Mehmet Emin Biiyiik, ‘The Development of the Theory of Sov-
ereignty and Modern International Law from Machiavelli to Grotius’
(2022) 80(1) Istanbul Law Journal 299

. Andreas Osiander, ‘Sovereignty, International Relations, and
the Westphalian Myth’ (2001) 55(2) International Organization 251

. Ove Bring, ‘The Westphalian Peace Tradition in International
Law: From Jus ad Bellum to Jus contra Bellum’ (2000) 75 Interna-
tional Law Studies 57

. James Bryce, ‘The Nature of Sovereignty’ (1901) in Studies in
History and Jurisprudence (OUP)

. Graziella Bertocchi and Arcangelo Dimico, ‘De Jure and de
Facto Determinants of Power: Evidence from Mississippi’ (2017) 28
Constitutional Political Economy 321

. Begum Yildizel, ‘An Analysis of The British Invasion of Egypt
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(1882) Through the Lens of Victorian Party Politics’ (2019) Tarih Der-
gisi / Turkish Journal of History

. Toma§ Cizik, ‘North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)’
(2015) Encyclopedia Chapter

. Christina Binder, ‘Die Grenzen der Vertragstreue im Volker-
recht’ (2013) 245 Beitrige zum auslédndischen éffentlichen Recht und
Volkerrecht 617

. José Maria Ruda Jiménez de Aréchaga, ‘International Law in
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