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Abstract:

This study provides a critical and analytical examination of the Executive Regulations
of the Egyptian Personal Data Protection Law (Law No. 151 of 2020), promulgat-
ed by the Minister of Communications and Information Technology Decree No. 816
of 2025. The analysis spans several axes: initially exploring the implications of the
temporal gap between the enactment of the Law and the issuance of its Regulations,
along with the Law’s impact on the latter; proceeding to evaluate the consistency and
adequacy between the Law and the Regulations, as well as the internal consistency of
the Regulations themselves; and concluding with an assessment of their economic and
technological impacts.

Methodologically, the study adopts a critical analytical approach to evaluate the legal-
ity and coherence of the Regulations, specifically scrutinizing their adherence to the
boundaries of legislative delegation. The analysis reveals a methodological defect and
a fundamental inconsistency between the Regulations and the Law. This stems from
the Regulations’ reliance on a structural framework confined to the direct cross-ref-
erences explicitly stated in the Law, while disregarding substantive interconnections.
Furthermore, the Regulations unlawfully expand the powers of the Center beyond the
permissible scope of legislative jurisdiction and delegated authority. In certain sec-
tions, the study also employs a comparative methodology to assess legislative harmo-
nization with the legal, technical, and economic frameworks governing the global data
economy, ultimately highlighting the distinct divergence of the Egyptian approach
from the comparative models.

Furthermore, the research discusses the economic and technological implications of
the Regulations, highlighting the challenges imposed by the overarching regime of
licenses, fees, and penalties. It critiques the monolithic technical and operational ar-
chitecture underlying the Regulations, demonstrating its friction with the fundamental
dynamics of modern technologies and agile business models.

The study concludes that the persistence of the Regulations in their current iteration
threatens to entrench a state of legislative dissonance. It raises significant concerns re-
garding the legality of numerous regulatory provisions, thereby complicating compli-
ance efforts and inevitably increasing disputes arising from the contradictions between
the primary Law and its Executive Regulations.

Finally, the study proposes a comprehensive set of legislative recommendations to
rectify the trajectory of the Regulations. Prominent among these are the necessity
of adopting the “Privacy by Design” principle, mitigating compliance burdens for
startups and professionals, and activating all lawful bases for processing to ensure a
delicate balance between safeguarding fundamental rights and fostering investment in
the digital economy. Furthermore, it advocates for the nullification of all regulatory
overreaches that contradict the statutory text, most notably the administrative fines for
license breaches and the unlawfully expanded powers of the Center.

Keywords: Personal Data Protection, Executive Regulations, Legality, Digital Econ-
omy, Licensing, Data Protection Officer (DPO), Cloud Computing, Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al).
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16 Regulation (EU) 2024/1689 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down harmonised
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