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Abstract

This study examines the procedural safeguards of electronic auc-
tions in the judicial sale of ships: a comparative study in light of the
digital transformation of maritime enforcement. This is due to the
rapid development in the field of judicial enforcement and the trend
towards using digital means in compulsory sale procedures. The
study’s importance stems from the unique nature of the ship as an
asset with distinct economic and legal value, its connection to nu-
merous maritime rights, privileges, and debts, and the international
impact of its judicial sale. This study aims to clarify the concept of
electronic auctions in the judicial sale of ships, their characteristics,
and their legal nature. It also analyzes the legislative framework
governing them and identifies the procedural safeguards related to
auction announcement, registration, participation, verification of
participants’ identities and eligibility, validity of bids, proof of their
timing and order, auction award, and proof of sale. The study also
addresses the legal validity of electronic records, documents, and
signatures, identifies the legal implications of technical malfunc-
tions and the resulting liability, and assesses the adequacy of exist-
ing safeguards in protecting the rights of stakeholders and achieving
legal certainty in light of recent international trends, particularly
the 2023 United Nations Convention on the International Effects of
Judicial Sale of Ships (Beijing Convention). The study employs a
comparative analytical approach, supported by a descriptive meth-
odology, through the analysis of national legislation, international
conventions, judicial rulings, legal scholarship, and previous stud-
ies, and by comparing Egyptian legislation with relevant compara-
tive legal systems. The study concludes that electronic auctions are
an effective means of developing maritime enforcement due to their
speed, transparency, and broad participation. Traditional rules alone
are insufficient to meet the demands of the digital environment, ne-
cessitating the establishment of integrated legal, procedural, and
technical safeguards to ensure the integrity of bids, data protection,
participant verification, handling of technical malfunctions, and the
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legal validity of electronic documents and records. Furthermore, it
requires strengthening the alignment between national legislation
and international trends to guarantee the recognition of the effects
of judicial sale of ships. The study concluded that a comprehensive
legislative and procedural framework is needed to regulate elec-
tronic auctions in the judicial sale of ships. This framework should
strike a balance between the speed and efficiency of digital trans-
formation on the one hand, and ensuring legitimacy, transparency,
and the protection of the rights of creditors, debtors, buyers, and
.maritime rights holders on the other

Keywords: Electronic auction, judicial sale of ships, procedural
.safeguards, maritime enforcement, digital transformation
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