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Electronic Monitoring as an Alternative Means to Pre-trial Detention
Dr. Mohamed Ahmed Elminshwy

Abstract:

Pre-trial detention is one of the most important procedures in the course
of the criminal case, and the procedural legislation sets restrictions on this
procedure, given its seriousness, and restricts it to a number of ways. The
legislator is more stringent in these restrictions than those prescribed in other
investigation procedures, as it is the most painful investigation procedure.
The situation under electronic surveillance represents one of the methods
of new criminal policy to reduce the damages of pre-trial detention, and to
benefit from the data of modern technology, as experience has proven many
advantages that electronic monitoring can achieve in terms of social, health
and economic terms. It is a system that can have many forms and applications
and imposes obligations on the accused that achieve in many cases the desired
purpose of pre-trial detention and does not involve any of its disadvantages.
This system is based on allowing the accused to remain outside the pre-
trial detention role, while limiting his movements and monitoring him by
a device or a bracelet that is attached to his wrist or to the bottom of his
foot, and his information is restrained and monitored electronically by the
investigation authorities or the competent judicial authority. The necessity of
paying attention to electronic monitoring comes as an alternative to pre-trial
detention, given that all indicators show the trend of the number of detainees
in pre-trial detention to increase globally, which necessitated the legislator to
search for new mechanisms and means to try to reduce the significant increase
of pre-trial detention.

Keywords: Electronic monitoring - Pre-trial detention- Criminal case- New

criminal policy
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(1) M. Benghozi, L’assignation a domicile sous surveillance électronique, Déviance et Société, 1990, n° 1, pp. 59.
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